
STRADBROKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Highways Working Party Report 
 

The Highways Working Party was established in February 2016 to look at the highways 
issues raised with Parish Council. 
 
In letters received, comments made to Councillors and feedback from the Neighbourhood 
Plan questionnaire the Working Party has identified the following issues: 
 

1. Parking obstructing the junction of Queen’s Street and Church Street 
2. Parking at school drop off/pick up times 
3. Broken VAS sign at Westhall 
4. Speeding in the village 
5. Increase in the volume of traffic/road noise 

 
The Working Party has looked at each area and had discussions with both Suffolk County 
Council Highways department and the local Police. Each point has been investigated and the 
options open to the village have been looked at in depth. 
 
Councillors looked at the junction of Queen’s Street and Church Street with the local Police 
and noted that the there was no car at the time that was considered illegally parked.  The 
Highway Code rule specifies that: you should not park opposite or within 10 metres of a 
junction. The Police pointed out that the 10 metres is measured from the centre of the road 
junction, not each corner.  The junction is quite wide and therefore only one small car 
parked on each corner would be considered illegally parked.  The Police do not recommend 
double yellow lines in rural villages and the cost would be considerable, to include a survey 
and referendum.  Unless parking enforcement is available the double yellow lines would 
soon be ignored. 
 
Nothing can be done to decrease the traffic volume but the data on traffic will be taken into 
account when the Neighbourhood Plan is drawn up. Stradbroke is a village laid out on a 
“cross roads” for major routes within the area.  Other villages have banned vehicles over a 
certain weight this, coupled with the larger anaerobic digester plant at Barley Brigg Farm, 
has increased the traffic through Stradbroke. 
 
There is little that can be done to stop the legal parking outside the schools during school 
drop off/pick up time.  There is a case to be made that the increased street side parking 
does force the users of the road to slow down.  This is supported by the % decrease in the 
number of cars travelling at, or in excess of, 35mph during week days on Queen’s Street 
between 7am and 4pm compared to weekends. 
 
The Highways Working Party reviewed an analysis of traffic surveys and noted that the area 
where most speeding occurs is Westbound on New Street, this was not included as a site for 
a pole to house either a VAS or a SID. 



The VAS sign at Westhall was broken for some time.  The Parish Council requested that 
Suffolk County Council fix the sign, however it was reported that it was unrepairable and 
would therefore be removed.   
 
The Parish Council were informed that the only options available to them were: 
 
1. purchase their own temporary SID which could be used around 3 locations within the 

village  
 

2. Stradbroke could be added to the rota for the temporary VAS sign operated by Suffolk 
County Council 

 
 
For information:  
SID is a Speed Indicator Device which flashes the speed of all vehicles that approach. 
VAS sign is a Vehicle Activated Speed sign which flashes the speed limit and Slow Down if 
triggered. 

 
 

Community SID 
 
It is recommended that the temporary SID is not in any one location for more than 2 weeks 
at a time.  Parish Councils are not permitted to install solar powered or permanent signs. 
 
Suffolk County Council supplied the details of three companies that could supply temporary 
SIDs.  The preferred option was no longer available direct in the UK and would have to be 
sourced from Germany.   
 
The Parish Council investigated the other two companies.  Only one of these companies is 
able to supply a system that is acceptable to Suffolk County Council’s Highways department.  
The Parish Council were made aware that the battery life of the machines would mean they 
should consider purchasing a second battery which would limit the time the SID is not 
deployed. The total cost for a temporary SID sign would be in the region of £4,000 including 
a second battery and would require a team of volunteers to move the sign from location to 
location, download all data and charge the batteries.   
 
The temporary SID sign could be used in conjunction with the community speed gun as a 
community speed watch program, however it must be noted that a number of volunteers 
would be required to avoid this being an onerous task for a small group of villagers. The 
community speed watch team disbanded in the autumn of 2015 due to a lack of volunteers 
able to operate the speed gun during daylight hours on weekdays.  It was also felt that they 
were making little difference. 
 
The Highways Working looked at the data from a SID in another village.  The minutes of this 
village’s Parish Council indicate that the only time a significant reduction in speeding was 
recorded was when a Police operated SafeCam (speed enforcement camera) was in 
operation.   



Temporary VAS 
 
With the help of Suffolk County Council highways department, 3 locations were identified 
for poles to be installed for the temporary signs.  New poles have been placed on New 
Street and Laxfield Road with the pole at Westhall, which was used to house the permanent 
sign, being used as the third. 
 
It was agreed to add Stradbroke to the temporary VAS rota and Councillors are waiting 
updates on how regularly these will be made available to the village.  These are operated, 
installed and moved by Suffolk County Council’s Highways Department. There is no cost to 
the village for the temporary VAS. 
 
It must be noted that any village that operates its own Community Speed Watch with either 
a SID or a speed gun is removed from the rota for the temporary VAS. 
 
 
Other information 
 
Studies have shown that on their own SIDs are ineffective at reducing speed on a 
permanent basis ie when the sign is not in operation.  SIDs should be used in conjunction 
with other measures.  The options available are as follows: 

 

 Village Gateways 

 Rumble strips/textured road surface 

 Chicanes/kerb build outs 

 Roundels on the road 

 Speed humps 
 

The Highways Working Party has investigated the cost of some of the above: 
 

 “picket fences” at the entrances to the village would cost a minimum of £2,500 each 
and would need to have some other form of traffic calming at each location.  The 
options would be either; textured road surface or rumble strips (or similar), however 
these options would increase the noise experienced at the entrances to the village.   

 

 Each 30 mph roundel painted on the road surface would cost appx £100 (if carried 
out at the same time as resurfacing) and again would be ineffective on its own.  

 

 Speed humps would not be practical in a rural setting with the volume of farm traffic 
travelling through the village.  

 

 The Highways Working Party noted that a village nearby has been quoted £18,000 
for a “build out” on one stretch of road where speeding occurs. 

 
Cllr McGregor wrote to the Parish Council asking whether Stradbroke had considered 
becoming a 20mph zone, something that is being considered for Eye – this option has not 
been considered by the Highways Working Party. 



Conclusion and recommendations: 
 
The conclusion of the working party is that most of the traffic calming measures available 
are aimed at more urban locations.  Filling Stradbroke with too many road roundels and 
build outs would take away the rural feel of the village.   
 
The working party suggest that Stradbroke continues to be included on the temporary VAS 
rota but that the situation is reviewed once a clearer picture emerges of how often they will 
be deployed in Stradbroke.  The Parish Council should consider asking for the sign on New 
Street to be moved to capture the traffic speeding westbound. 
 
The Highways Working Party do not consider it a good use of the village precept to incur the 
cost of investigating the use of double yellow lines when they serve little benefit to the 
village and may not be supported by the Police. 
 
 
 

 

 

March 2017  



Appendix. 
 
Excerpts from reports on the effectiveness of SIDS: 
 
 

Effectiveness of SID by Robert Camp  
 
Whilst previous surveys completed by Dorset County Council have shown the value and 
effectiveness of a short term deployment of SIDs, evidence suggests that once the SID is 
removed, traffic speeds soon return to predeployment levels.  
 

 
 

Transport Research Laboratory by LK Walter and J Knowles 
 
Overall, the SIDs were most effective at reducing mean vehicle speeds during the 
day at weekends and least effective during the day during weekdays. There was no 
significant difference in their effectiveness between light conditions in the weekday 
weighted data, but speeds were reduced more in the day than at night according to 
all the data combined. The largest speed reductions were seen for cars. 
 
It is suggested from the results of Q2 that SIDs should remain at each site for 
at least two weeks and no longer than three weeks. Once the SID is removed there 
is little or no residual effect on vehicle speeds according to Q5 and so they should be 
replaced regularly with a reasonable gap in order that drivers forget about the 
previous installation. 
 

 
 


