
 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council  
held via Video Conference on Monday, 20th April 2020 @ 7.30pm 

 

Present: Pam Cane, Don Darling, Chris Edwards, Jeremy Fox, Stuart Gemmill, James 
Hargrave, Kamal Ivory, Maureen John, Dennis Merritt, Gillian Rennie-Dunkerley, 
Toni Wisbey. 
 
In Attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), Cllr McGregor, Cllr Flatman  
 

  Action 

20.04.1 
(1) 

 
 
 

(2) 

Chairman’s welcome  
The Chairman welcomed all to the first “virtual” meeting of the full Council.   
A technical error prevented the meeting being broadcast live on the Parish 
Council’s Facebook page, however the meeting was recorded and the video 
uploaded to the Facebook page later. 
Councillors approved the following Motion: 
To suspend Standing Order 1b until further notice – a motion need only be 
proposed and not seconded. 

 

20.04.2 
(1) 
(2) 

Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Velda Lummis and Peter Smith. 
Councillors voted to accept these absences 

 

20.04.3 
(1) 

 
 
 
 

(2) 

Declarations of Interest  
Declarations of Local Non-Pecuniary Interests 
20.04.9 Joint Local Plan Response: JF/CE/KI/TW - Community Land Trust Members 
20.04.9 DC/20/01198 New Street application: JF as owner of neighbouring 
property 
20.04.10 Land Registration: DD/PC/DM – Community Centre Trustees 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests  
20.04.8(4) Payments – JH has a payment for approval 

 

20.04.4 Dispensations: There were no requests for dispensations  

20.04.5 
 

Standing Orders 
Councillors approved the following Motion: 
In accordance with The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020, and in particular the Local 
Authorities and Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority 
and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, 
Stradbroke Parish Council resolves that: 
a) In accordance with regulation 4 (2), the appointment of the Chair continues 

until the next annual meeting which will be arranged once all councillors can 
meet in person. 

b) All Parish Council meetings will be held remotely. Regulation 5(2) of the 2020 
Regulations provides that a member in remote attendance attends the 
meeting at any time if the member is able at that time: 
i. To hear, and where practicable see, and be so heard and, where 

practicable, be seen by, the other members in attendance, 
ii. To hear, and where practicable see, and be so heard and, where 

practicable, be seen by, any members of the public entitled to attend 

 



 

 

 

the meeting in order to exercise a right to speak at the meeting, and 
iii. To be so heard and, where practicable, be seen by any other members 

of the public attending the meeting. 
c) Standing Orders - it is proposed that the additional items are added as 

temporary additions  to standing order 3: 
y. During a remote meeting voting shall be by roll call of councillor names, 

who will be asked to state their vote.   
z. Agendas and papers will only be available via the parish council’s website. 
aa. The public & press may request a telephone code to join meetings or may 

submit comments to the Clerk to be read on their behalf. 
d) All Committee meetings where possible will be held remotely as above, or via 

email correspondence, to report back to the full Council meeting for approval 
of proposals. 

20.04.6 
 
 

Minutes 
Councillors approved the minutes as a true record of the business conducted at 
the meeting held on 9th March 2020. 

 

20.04.7 Public forum 
Comments were received regarding planning matters only, these were raised 
under item 20.04.9 - Planning 

 

20.04.8 
(1) 
(i) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
Financial Regulations 
Original Motion as per agenda: That the financial regulations are temporarily 
amended as follows:  
4.1 bullet point 3 – the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chair of the Council or Chair 
of the Finance Committee, for any items below £1000. 
4.5 In cases of extreme risk to the delivery of council services, the Clerk may 
authorise revenue expenditure on behalf of the council which in the Clerk’s 
judgement it is necessary to carry out.  Such expenditure includes repair, 
replacement or other work, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for 
the expenditure, subject to a limit of £2000.  The Clerk shall report such action to 
the Chair of the Council as soon as possible and to the council as soon as 
practicable thereafter. 
Councillors to note that all temporary amendments will be reviewed and reversed 
after the current COVID-19 crisis. 
Councillors approved an amended motion as follows: 
1. The Parish Council delegates authority to the Finance Committee to authorise 

budgeted expenditure up to £1000 in accordance with Financial Regulation 
4.1. 

2. Financial Regulation 4.5 is amended to read - In cases of extreme risk to the 
delivery of council services, the clerk may authorise revenue expenditure on 
behalf of the council which in the clerk’s judgement it is necessary to carry out. 
Such expenditure includes repair, replacement or other work, whether or not 
there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £500. 
Should the expenditure relate to the Stradbroke Health Centre, and there is a 
risk to the safe and secure operation of the surgery, then the limit shall be 
£2000.  The Clerk shall report such action to the chairman as soon as possible 
and to the council as soon as practicable thereafter. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

(ii) 

 

It was noted that the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations are to be reviewed 

once the current COVID-19 situation has been resolved.  

Councillors approved the following Motion: 
To avoid breaching Financial Regulation 6.20, Councillors approved a Council 
corporate multi pay card to be used solely by the Clerk with the following limits: 
individual transaction limit of £500 with a monthly total transaction limit of 
£1000. The cost for this card is: £50 initial set up fee, then £3 per month 
thereafter. Financial Regulations 6.18 to 6.20 will be updated with limits 
accordingly.   
 

(2) 
 
 

(i) 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) 
 

(iii) 
 

(iv) 
 
 

(v) 

Year End 
Councillors reviewed a report submitted by the Finance Committee a copy of 
which is appended to the minutes. 
Councillors approved the following documents: 

a) Year-end accounts 
b) Explanation of variances 
c) Final Reserved Funds report 
d) CIL report 
e) Asset Register 2019/20 

Councillors approved that the VAT of £1407 be reclaimed for the period 1/4/19 
to 31/3/20. 
Councillors reviewed and approved Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 
2019/20 
Internal Audit Report – Councillors noted that there were no audit points raised in 
the report.  JH stated that it was a good reflection on the Council and the Clerk 
that such a good report was received from the Auditor. 
Councillors approved the figures included in Section 2 – Accounting Statements 
2019/20. 
 

 

(3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(i) 
 
 

(ii) 
 

(iii) 
 

Revised Budget 
JH read a statement submitted by Peter Smith: 
“Roger and I always carried out the surveys and took the responsibility for both 
surveys. 
John Does Ltd supplied all the flooring in the Surgery at cost price, he stated that 
he was not going to make money from a charity, Stones of Stradbroke had the 
same policy. 
The Practise should be asked to help pay the bill, they have helped in the past. 
On two occasions in the past when faced with a large bill for alterations a trustee 
helped pay the bill, perhaps a Parish Councillor will step forward?” 
 
Councillors agreed a proposal to amend the published revised budget: with an 
additional £3000 for maintenance work at the Health Centre for drainage works 
in the car park. 
Councillors approved the revised budget for 2020/21 including amendment 
above (as per the copy appended in the minute book).  
Councillors approved the contractors as per the recommendations from the 
Finance Committee.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

(iv) 
 
 

(v) 

Councillors approved the height to which the trees at the tennis court will be 
reduced to – level with the fence line and trimmed hedge back to previous 
pruning points. 
The Clerk was asked to prepare a report on the funding method for the Medical 
Centre to be brought to the next full Council meeting. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

(4) 
(i) 

 
(ii) 

(iii) 
 
 

(iv) 

Monthly Report 
Councillors noted Account Balances as at 31st March 2020: 
       Current Account -  £ 2,573.78                Deposit Account -  £46,271.92 
Councillors approved the regular payments for the year. 
Councillors approved the BACS payments for online authorisation, including the 
exception/year-end payments made in March 2020 – as per the schedule 
appended in the minute book. 
Councillors noted the receipt received in the month and estimated reserved fund 
balances. 
 

 

20.04.09 
(1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) 
(i) 

 
 
 

(ii) 
 
 
 

(iii) 

Planning 
Joint Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal 
Councillors  approved a response prepared by the Planning Committee to the 
MSDC consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Joint 
Local Plan. 
 
Congratulations and thanks were expressed to CE on the production of a 
comprehensive response on behalf of the Council. 
 
Planning Applications under review: 
DC/20/01198 – Variation of Condition 7 (Archaeological Evaluation), 8 

(Archaeological Written Investigation) and 9 (Archaeological Works) on outline 

planning permission DC/19/00022. Land to the South of, New Street, Stradbroke 

Councillors Approved the Motion: SPC supports this application 
DC/20/01337 – Application for Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing use 

or operation or activity including those in breach of a planning condition. Pond 

and Meadow Cottages, Street Farm, Laxfield Road, Stradbroke 

Councillors had no comments to make on this application. 
DC/20/01415 – outline application (all matters reserved) – erection of 6no. 

dwellings (including 2 affordable homes) (following demolition of garage). Barley 

Green Garage, Laxfield Road, Stradbroke IP21 5JX 

Clerk had received comments from members of the public with regards to this 
planning application: 
Members of the public are concerned about the loss of an employment site that 
currently has 3 businesses operating from it. 
Councillors Approved the Motion: Stradbroke Parish Council (SPC) objects to this 
proposal for the reasons laid out in the Planning Committee report (appended in 
the minute book) which will be strengthened with the addition of the comments 
received from members of the public regarding loss of the employment site. 
 

 



 

 

 

20.04.10 
 
 

Land Registration: Update from Clerk 
All parties concerned were asked to check records to see whether any 
documentation exists to show that the land swapped by the Parish Council with 
Suffolk County Council was in the ownership of the Parish Council at the time of 
the swap in 1972. 
The following responses have been received to date: 

1. Community Centre – no documentation 
2. Tennis Club – no documentation 
3. Charity Commission – no documentation 
4. Land Charges (Suffolk Legal) – no documentation (response received 

13/4/20) 
5. Suffolk Legal – will respond when able to return to their office and 

examine any deeds they hold (response received 14/4/20) 

 

20.04.11 
 

 

Reports from District and County Councillors: 
Councillor Flatman’s submitted report is appended to the minutes. 
Councillor McGregor’s submitted report is appended to the minutes. 

 

20.04.12 
 

 
 

Date of next meeting: 8th June 2020 @ 7.30pm  
Councillors received a recommendation from the Clerk that the Council should 
meet in alternate months at the present time unless an urgent matter required a 
full council meeting. This was proposed by the Chair and accepted by Councillors. 

 

Record of voting: 

Item Proposer Seconder For Against Abstain Casting 

20.04.1 Suspend S/O 1b (no 2nd) JH DD 11 0 0  

20.04.2 Authorise absences JH  11 0 0  

20.04.5 Amendments to S/Os JH  11 0 0  

20.04.6 Approval of Minutes JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (1)i Amend Financial Regs JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (1)ii Multi Pay Card JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (2) Year-end documents: 
a. b. c. d. e. 

JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (2)ii VAT reclaim JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (2)iii Schedule 1 AGAR JH  10 0 1  

20.04.8 (2)iv Schedule 2 AGAR JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (3) £3000 Amendment JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (3) Revised Budget 20/21 
Items (ii, iii & iv) 

JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (4) (ii) Regular Payments JH  11 0 0  

20.04.8 (4) (iii) In month payments JH  10 0 1  

20.04.9 (1) Response to Jt Lcl Plan CE  11 0 0  

20.04.9 (2) DC/20/01198 support CE  9 0 2  

20.04.9 (2) DC/20/01337 object CE  11 0 0  

20.04.12 Meet alternate months JH  11 0 0  

Meeting closed at:  9.30pm 
 
Signed: __________________________   Date:  _____________ 
 Chairman 



 

 

 

Minute ref: 20.04.08 - Finance 

Report on Finance Committee meeting 6th April 2020 
 

1. 2019/20 Year End Accounts 
The following documents were reviewed and agreed for submission to the full 
Council for sign-off: 
a. Year-end Accounts 
b. Explanation of Variances 
c. Final Reserved Fund Balances 
d. CIL report 
e. Asset Register 2019/20 

 
2. Financial regulations – proposed temporary amendments to the regulations were 

discussed and a revision made to the wording of the proposal for submission to the 
full Council for approval. 
  

3. Budget 2020/21 
A revised budget was thoroughly reviewed and agreed for submission to the full 
Council for approval. The significant variations to the original agreed budget were 
noted as: 
a. The following assessments/maintenance/repairs & renewals at the Health Centre 

are required and are recommended to the Council for approval: 
i. Air Conditioning servicing – Adcock circa £200 
ii. Hardwiring Assessment – Styne circa £900 
iii. Tree works – circa £450 (contractor to be agreed) 
iv. Fire Assessment – K Lummis circa £350 
v. Desilting ditch – M Hammond circa £250 

b. Tree works: 
i. Tennis Courts – circa £1400 (contractor to be agreed). Agreement 

needed on level to reduce trees to. 
ii. Churchyard – circa £1000 (contractor to be agreed) 
iii. If the price does not change the work will be split between the two 

companies that submitted quotes. 
c. Health Centre: 

Works to complete the first phase of the schedule of works for the health centre 
have been estimated at £25,000 and included in the draft budget. Estimates will 
be reviewed at a later committee meeting once both companies are operational 
again and clarification is received on a few questions raised so far. 
Total expenditure on Health Centre is budgeted at circa £32,400 (including 
administration budgeted in admin and general expenses) to be financed from: 

i. Unused rent 2019/20 - £4,500 
ii. Unused CIL 2019/20 - £8,190 
iii. Rent due 2020/21 - £14,360 
iv. Nursery feasibility study allocated CIL - £5,395 (to be repaid if needed 

from next round of CIL or rent from 2021/22) 
d. Councillors agreed to include the cost of a PC Credit Card in the revised budget – 

for review by the full Council.  



 

 

 

Minute ref: 20.04.11 – Councillor reports 
 
District Cllr Flatman: 
Update on help in place. 

 Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have pledged to support new and existing 
groups in our districts, who are playing a key role in protecting vulnerable residents and 
helping our communities remain resilient during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 An emergency funding pot of over £80,000 has been made available, meaning grants of 
up to £2,500 can be applied for to cover increased costs incurred by groups as a result of 
the Coronavirus (Covid-19), including general running costs, ongoing staff costs, 
volunteer expenses, utility bills and the purchasing of food or other consumables. 

 The Emerging Needs Grant has a straightforward application process, as demonstrated 
by over 20 applications being received since its launch several weeks ago. 

 In addition to this, funding has already been approved for food banks in Hadleigh, 
Stowmarket and Sudbury. 

 Our teams have also been heavily involved in the recently formed county-wide 
Collaborative Communities Board and its Home But Not Alone service. 

 Together we launched a helpline for our county’s most vulnerable, which is free to call 
on 0800 876 6926 and will be staffed seven days a week, from 09:00 to 17:00. This 
hotline is for people without family or a friendship network to support them, and who 
require emergency assistance with care needs (including food), loneliness, or connecting 
with community volunteers. 

 We are already picking up referrals into the system and using the database to refer on 
urgent requests and other concerns about the vulnerable and their reliance for support 
onto local services. Each referral is allocated to a Community Officer who has a 
geographical area within the district to support and who is already working to 
understand local services within that area. 

 More than 1,200 people have signed up to the Tribe Volunteer app, launched last month 
by the Collaborative Communities Board. We will update app users shortly with 
improvements to the app, which should enable local voluntary and community groups to 
connect with nearby volunteers. Thanks to all those who have registered - volunteers 
are already being matched to those most in need across Suffolk 

 
County Cllr McGregor: 
 

 County Council is all hand to the pumps. 

 The Government supplied a list early on of vulnerable people in Suffolk. All these people 
were visited and supplied, where needed, food and medicine. 

 In Suffolk PPE stocks are good and SCC are meeting all demands including request from 
residential homes which. 

 The military and Fire & Rescue Service are assisting in Stock Management and Logistics. 

 Virtual Council meetings will take place and officers are working from home. 


