
Stradbroke Primary School Information for the Neighbourhood Plan 

“It is a commonly-held view that having a school within a village strengthens and enhances the community……….the 

school is one of the state’s last remaining structural points of contact with rural communities”.  The National Society: 

Working Together the Future of Rural Church of England Schools October 2014 

 

This document provides evidence for Stradbroke Primary School to be at the heart of a school service hub 

for the Stradbroke community. 

The Stradbroke Primary School provides a critical service for the village community and area because: 

 The provision of a primary school enables people to remain in the area as their circumstances 

change and they have children and acts as a draw to the area for young families ensuring a diverse 

community 

 A local school brings health and wellbeing benefits and a sense of identity through place facilitating 

local friendships and opportunities to walk or bike to school. 

 Families in rural areas may experience rural isolation with reduced access to essential services and 

higher costs of access. This is particularly the case with families with no access to their own 

transport, more likely in families with lower socio economic characteristics. 

 Public transport is very limited in this area making the above even more important 

 The school enhances and supports other essential facilities within the village such as the library and 

post office.  

 Stradbroke Primary School is a Designated “National Support School” providing expertise to assist 

other small schools in the area and to help them improve standards. This is particularly essential in 

Suffolk with the “Raising the Bar” initiative. There is a high level of expertise in the school including 

the Executive Headteacher being a National Leader of Education, the Chair of Governors being a 

National Leader of Governance and four teachers designated as Specialist Leaders of Education.  

 Stradbroke Primary is a lead school for School Direct Salaried and trains new teachers for the 

Primary East Teaching School Alliance (which it is a Strategic Partner of). This is essential for 

maintaining high quality teaching staff- in rural areas as recruitment is extremely difficult. 

 The school has had high levels of pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium for a rural area. This was as high 

as 17% of the school population in 2014-15. These families require additional support and may only 

be able to access their local educational facilities necessitating these to be able to cater for all of 

their needs. 

 The school has traditionally had a high level of Special Educational Needs children. Families access 

information, support and training about how to make provision for children’s needs through the 

school. 

 The vast majority of pupils transfer to Stradbroke High School when they leave the school which 

helps to keep the High School sustainable 

What Stradbroke Primary School needs: 

 A suitable nursery building- the current one is very dilapidated and children in the village are having 

to access alternative providers. A well designed nursery building providing wrap around child care 



provision will be an asset to the village meeting a local need and providing natural progression 

routes to the primary school for children 

 Improved parking- with increased staffing numbers the car park is full to capacity. 

 Improved access for parents at the start and end of the school day. Access on Queens Street is 

limited because of the heavy congestion and narrowness of the road. Any inappropriate parking grid 

locks the village. 

 More classroom space- although the school has capacity to accommodate an increase in numbers 

alternative teaching spaces which need to be created for group/ intervention work, especially to be 

able to cater for children’s’ Special Educational Needs appropriately. 

 To be able to accommodate any increase in numbers from additional housing- including greater 

playground space and another classroom. 

 An effective internet/mobile phone connection and service. 

Information About the School 

 The school currently has just over 90 children aged from 4 to 11 taught in four classes 

 The school has capacity for up to 20 children in each year group (a total of 140 children) 

 A privately-operated nursery operates on the school site for younger children part-time 

 The school runs both a breakfast club and after school extended hours provision to help working 

parents 

 The school is currently a Voluntary Controlled Church of England Primary School maintained by 

Suffolk County Council but the Governing Body are consulting on a proposal to form a multi-

academy trust with four other local primary schools  

 The school is part of a federation with All Saints VA School in Laxfield. The two schools share an 

Executive Headteacher and have a single governing body 

 The school was judged “Good” at its last Ofsted inspection and national test results in 2015-6 put the 

school in the top 3% in England for progress 
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