
STRADBROKE COURTHOUSE, 
Queens Street,  
Stradbroke, Eye, Suffolk IP21 5HS. 
 
Stradbroke Courthouse was first built in 1864 by a group of local farmers and businessmen 
as a Corn Hall. By the 1900’s it was not in use and was sold to East Suffolk County Council, 
who refurbished the building and turned it into a Court House, where magistrates sat for 
court sessions until the late 1970’s. By then it was also used as a library and a youth club, 
which closed in 2011. 
 
It is in the centre of the village, and after extensive refurbishment it has become a 
Community Hub for the local community: comprising Stradbroke Library/Post Office, 
upstairs meeting room, a Community Café (space also used for Pilates, Rummikub Club, 
Homestart sessions for babies and toddlers, Parish Council, ‘Friday Friends’ monthly 
Dementia- Friendly Café, Adult Education classes at present time). 
 
Downstairs: Library/ Post Office, Café space, toilets and kitchen. 
Upstairs: 1 small meeting room, 3 small storage cupboards: 2 for Stradbroke Village Archive 
storage and 1 for Library/Café/Post Office storage. 
Outside:  5 car parking spaces (1 disabled parking). 
 
Public library: Run by Suffolk Libraries, furnished with shelves with a good selection of books 
for all ages and one computer for public use. Free requests from the Suffolk Libraries 
catalogue. 
A library counter has a section for the Post Office which gives a wide range of posting and 
financial services, including Royal Mail/ Parcel Force postage /Banking facilities, deposits and 
withdrawals/ fishing licenses/ Euros and dollars available over the counter and any currency 
can be ordered. Greetings Cards and postal stationary are also sold. 
 
The Café space is an attractive meeting room with an oak floor with modern tables and 
chairs being available. 
There is a fully equipped kitchen and 2 new toilets with basins/hand dryers. One is a 
disabled toilet with baby changing facilities.   
The café is open 2 mornings a week (Thursday and Saturday) and is run by a team of 
enthusiastic volunteers. It is a popular meeting place for villagers to socialise, particularly 
the elderly and those who live on their own. 
The Court House Café also puts on community events, including supper nights, Afternoon 
Tea Parties and cinema. The café room is available for hire for various community groups 
(sometimes free of charge if it benefits the community) and is used most days in the week. 
 
The building has been refurbished in the past few years to a high standard and has become a 
real asset to the village. The building is run by a Charitable Trust: Stradbroke Courthouse & 
Library Trust (SCALT) who obtained a 25 year lease at a peppercorn rent from Suffolk County 
Council. 
 
Court House and Library wish list for PIIP 

 Get building back from MSDC. We have 20 year lease at present. 
 Make Post Office secure for village in the future. 
 Sound-proofing in main room. 


