
The Cemetery, Stradbroke 

The Aim  

To ensure that Stradbroke is able to meet the demand  and service the needs of both the deceased and the bereaved of the village and the 

surrounding area over the next 20 years.  To make the cemetery and the chapel disability friendly. To make the purpose as gentle, peaceful and 

respectful as is possible and to endeavour to upkeep the cemetery to  a high standard. 

History 

The Parish council of 1905 recognised that land must be purchased for a new cemetery as the graveyard of All Saints Church was full. The pre-

sent cemetery land was bought and on Thursday 2nd November 1905, half of the land was consecrated, leaving the other half as non-

consecrated to cater for all faiths and beliefs. The Chapel was furnished with benches , a lectern and a bier.  Over the past 100+ years, aggres-

sive mowing has ceased and wild flowers seeded and the chapel has closed. An area initially designated for infant mortality on the consecrated 

land is now used for cremation burials. There is also an unmarked area designated for the burial of those who were unable to stand the cost, 

referred to as ‘paupers’. 

Condition of the Cemetery today. 

Today the cemetery is showing its age. On entering, the immediate observation is that: 

• the iron fence and gate, although standing, are unlikely to survive the next 20 years despite maintenance.  

•  The main central path dividing the consecrated and non-consecrated burials has been part gravel surfaced within the last 5 years. Howev-
er, this is not a long term solution as it is not disability friendly. 

•  the trees and shrubs are overgrown 

• rabbit holes throughout 

• Mourners facilities minimal  

• Chapel locked and windows broken 

• Consecrated area looks to be almost full.  

Further on the observation is that: 

• Cremations are awkwardly placed leaving mourners a possible undignified visit to lay flowers. 

• No indication as to where the ‘pauper’ graves are. 

• No guide to any of the graves for a visitor who is not familiar with the cemetery 

• There are three benches:- One plastic, one wooden, one metal. 

• Unsightly soil pile which cannot be removed from the cemetery  

• All burials are singular. 

The Chapel 

The exterior of the red brick chapel is in reasonable condition with a few blown bricks and both windows broken. There is no electricity or wa-

ter connected to the building.  A tank of rain water and a bin for rubbish are placed against the wall to assist mourners. The interior is reasona-

bly dry, unused and as it was left.  

Community Infrastructure Levy 

It’s noted that the available data from the 2011 census return indicates that Stradbroke has a higher percentage rate than the national average 

for it’s retirement community and therefore: 

• the greatest and most urgent requirement is to establish the estimated future numbers of vacant burial and cremation plots available 
over the next 20 years and an estimate of likely requirement. To purchase suitable land if required. 

• To improve the central path,  excluding material which makes disability access extremely difficult and for some wheelchair users, impossi-
ble. This would also remove the danger of accidents caused by rabbit holes. 

• To provide better facilities for visitors. This could be done by opening the chapel. Providing a guide, a visitor book, a memory book/board, 
history, a flower base, (this might overcome some of the rabbit issues as well) etc.. . .  

• Approaching the Rev. Susan as to holding small funeral services in the chapel. 

• To connect electricity to the chapel. 

• To create a hidden area for soil dumping and utility use. 

• To replace the current railings and gate  

• To commission an updated plan and management schedule  

• To erect an acknowledgement of the unmarked graves. 
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